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Welcome

- Participants of this online program will be also attending the face-to-face programs in 

California when the health authorities from both countries allow international travels and 

in-class lectures

- WITS students will earn the academic credits regarding to the International Study Tour, an 

academic requirement for their graduation. 

- After their graduation, at the time defined by WITS Business School in accordance with its 

academic calendar, the students will have the opportunity of traveling to California, having 

the international experience provided by this program, and earn a Certificate issued by the 

University of La Verne.



Presentation of the Canvas Platform



You will receive this e-

mail. Click here to

register in the CANVAS 

platform



Here you

need to

choose a 

password

And click the

“REGISTER” button to

complete your

registration

1

2check here
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Main resources available on 
the Canvas platform 



Dashboard:

You will receive an 

invitation do join the 

course as a student

This will be 

your main 

page.

Here you will 

have access to 

your program



Account area:

Manage your 

notifications, 

profile 

information and 

shared content



Account area:

In notifications it’s 
possible to control 

what kind of 

notification you prefer 

for each topic



Courses:

For the program, this will be the structure:

• Professor Introduction

• Agenda

• Pre-class material

• Pre-class activity

• Pre-recorded video (30 minutes duration)

• Video Classes (2 hour duration)

• Post-class activity – study case



Calendar:

Here you can access the 

schedule for the classes 

and tasks



Acess to the Live Classes

The link to access the Class in 
the Zoom Platform will be
available in Announcements

Click on the link in the day and 
time of the class. 



Discussions:

This area is for 

communication beetwen

students and 

coordination.



Courses:

In “People” you can 
see all the people 

assigned to program: 

professor, students 

and staff. 



Inbox

This area enables

sending and receiving

messages



In the area

“Assingments” you

can see all the tasks

available. 



Here you can check your grades



Program themes

University of La Verne:

• Business Strategy

• Financial Decisions

• Marketing Management

• Project Management



Program Contents
Business Strategy: Advanced Business Strategy Topics presented in a context of direct application of concepts in the decision-

making process.

Faculty: Prof. Issam Ghazzawi - https://laverne.edu/directory/person/issam-a-ghazzawi/

Financial Decisions: Transforming strategic financial decisions into shareholder value.

Faculty: Prof. Paul Abbondante - https://laverne.edu/directory/person/paul-j-abbondante/

Marketing Management: Marketing Management with a focus on the global business environment, indispensable to 

professionals in the area.

Faculty: Prof. Frank Fialho - https://laverne.edu/directory/person/frank-fialho/

Project Management: Worldwide class project management with a focus on the human factor. Knowledge and experience 

indispensable to professionals in the area.

Faculty: Prof. Kathy Duncan - https://laverne.edu/directory/person/kathleen-b-duncan/

https://laverne.edu/directory/person/issam-a-ghazzawi/
https://laverne.edu/directory/person/paul-j-abbondante/
https://laverne.edu/directory/person/frank-fialho/
https://laverne.edu/directory/person/kathleen-b-duncan/


Classes Schedule
Opening of the platform for students' access to preparatory content and platform guidance: 

April 8th, 8am to 10am, Los Angeles time. Click here to check the time in your region.

Speed Networking - Meeting for student integration and networking with your classmates:

April 12th, from 8am to 10am, Los Angeles time. Click here to check the time in your region.

Virtual Amazing Race – Cultural group activity in which students have contact with California culture and daily life:

April 14th, 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. Click here to check the time in your region.

Deadline for the final assignment: May 10th

Release of final grade of the program: May 15th

https://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/converter.html?iso=20210408T150000&p1=137&p2=tz_sast
https://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/converter.html?iso=20210408T150000&p1=137&p2=tz_sast
https://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/converter.html?iso=20210408T150000&p1=137&p2=tz_sast


Classes Schedule

Time of the live classes - ULV: always from 8am to 10am, Los Angeles time. Click here to check the time in your region.
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Business Strategy

Professor Ghazzawi received his Ph.D. from the University of 

Pittsburgh, his Masters in Labor and Human Resources (MLHR) 

from The Ohio State University, and his Masters in Business 

Administration (MBA) from Sul Ross State University. He has 

taught management and organizational studies courses and 

has over 20 years of executive management experience.



Financial Decisions

Paul J. Abbondante, Ph.D., has extensive experience as an 

investment banker and chief financial officer.  He was the Chief 

Financial Officer of Genève International Corporation, a FINRA 

broker-dealer specializing in investment banking, from 2000 to 

2016.  Prior to that, he was President of Irvine Securities, also a 

FINRA broker dealer, and was responsible for all aspects of the 

company's operations.  



Project Management

Dr. Kathy Duncan is a Professor of Management at the 

University of La Verne. She is the Program Director for the 

Master's in Leadership and Management program. Before 

coming to academia, Kathy had over twenty years of 

experience in healthcare including clinical, management, and 

educator positions as a registered nurse. Dr. Duncan has 

presented at a number of academic and leadership 

conferences. As a consultant, Kathy facilitates team building, 

strategic planning, and conflict resolution with teams in 

healthcare, education, and non-profit organizations



Marketing Management

Prof. Fialho is currently a doctoral candidate 

in the Doctor of Education in Organizational 

Leadership program at the University of La 

Verne and holds an MBA with a 

concentration in Marketing and a Bachelor 

of Science Degree in business 

administration, in addition he has more than 

40 years of Marketing and Professional 

Selling experience
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Student’s assessment
• Final test (Individual)

• Final project presentation (Group)

Approval criterion

• Grade 7 (ranging from 0 to 10) 

• 80% attendance in classes

Evaluation
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• On the first day of classes, the 
professor will divide the class in 
groups with a similar number of 
participants.

• Each group will receive a different 
study case to work on.

• The professor will check on the 
development of each group.

• The final presentation will happen on 
the last day of class, for all the groups.

Final Project 
Presentation 



Thank You!


